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Where in the world is water? 

Virtual Water Trade 
Timm Kekeritz, virtualwater.eu	

guardian.co.uk	

From Zeitoun, Mark and Jeroen Warner. 2006. “Hydro-hegemony – a framework for 
analysis of trans-boundary water conflicts”. Water Policy 8: 435-460.	

Original Framework (Zeitoun & Warner) 
“hegemony at the 
river basin level, 
achieved through 
water resource 
control strategies 
such as resource 
capture, integration 
and containment” 	

	

(2006: 435)	

From Cascão, Ana Elisa and Mark Zeitoun. 2010. “Power, Hegemony and 
Critical Hydropolitics”. In Earle, Anton, Anders Jägerskog and Joachim 
Ojendal, ed. Transboundary Water Management: Principles and Practice. 
London: Earthscan: 27-42.	

Revised Framework (Cascão & Zeitoun) 
including 
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Peruvian Asparagus in the UK 
! 7000 tonnes of asparagus annually 
!  9 million cubic metres 
!  3600 Olympic swimming pools 
Peruvian Asparagus Field.  
Image credit Nick Hepworth, Water Witness. 
UK Asparagus Field.  
Image credit Jonathan Billinger. 
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US Cereals in Egypt 
! Egypt imports 11 trillion cubic metres 
(1/5 its footprint) 
!  1.5 million tonnes of cereals from 
US annually 
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Israeli Agriculture in the EU 
! “Making the desert bloom” 
! Israel as net water importer 
! US and EU largest markets 
! EU imports 1 billion euros worth of 
agricultural produce 
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Virtual Hydro-Hegemony 
! “Invisible access” to water 
! Ungoverned flows 
Thank you! 
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